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Abstract

Be My Neighboris a Global Fund for Children book that focuses ondharacteristics of a
neighborhoa and howcertain traitsare shared in communities around the world. Because
neighborhoods share many characteristics, the people who live in them are neighbors not just
with those people in their own locabeit in neighborhoods worldwide. The activitiesifid in

this learning cycle lesson engage the prior knowledge of children agekelp them develop

the concepts of neighborhood and neighbor, and involve them in expanding those concepts

beyond their local neighborhood.
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NCSS Notable Trade Book LessonIBn Template
Be My Neighbor
Lesson Plan Authar Cynthia Szymanski Sunahd Dennis W. Sunal

The University of Alabama

NCSS NotableTrade Be My Neighbor(2006)
by Maya Ajmera and John D. Ivanko with words of wisdg
Book Title: from Fred Rogers

A Global Fund for Children Book

Watertown, MA Charlesbridge

ISBN-13: 978157091685

Ages 48

(Note: The activities below are aimed at third or fourth
grade. These activities generally extend over five days.)

Book Summary: A neighborhood is a special plastere you live, learn,
grow up, playandwork, surrounded by yodamily and
friends.Because each neighborhood has the same esset
characteristics, we can be a neighbor to everyone Etee
world also is our neighbbpod.Expressive photos of
childrenin neighborhoods around the world show each o
the characteristics of neighborhoods.

NCSS Standards: lll. People, Places, and Environment
[. Culture
IX. Global Connections

Materials: (For each group) Paper, pencils, magazihdsrnet access
scissors, lyie, bulletin board and label&e My Neighboy
world map,andworld atlases (if available)

Objectives: 1. Students will identify characteristics describing the
concept of fAneighborhoo
(Exploration/Introduction )

2. Students will sta why a specific chacteristicof
Afnei ghborhoodo they havc«
know a place is a neighborhod@®evelopmen)

3. Students will construct a definition tife concept of
Ainei ghboro that i s appr
hae i denti fi edo dlegclofimerg i g

4. Students will state that characteristics of a

470



Social Studies Research and Practice Sunal & Sunal

neighborhood are found throughout the world.
(Expansion)

5. Students will describe a person as being a neighbor
other people around the worldxpansion)

Procedures: 1. Place students in small groupgssk each group to
finish the sentence, i
Exploration/Introduct ion: €0

2. Have groups share the characteristics they develc
as you construct a list oharacteristics on the boar
or chart paper.

3. Discuss the list, removing duplicates.

Consder the appropriateness of the
characteristics of fAneigh

1. Ask student groups to find pictures in magazines or {
print off relevant pictures frorbookmarkednternet
sites that 0showantfieddoc h ¢
Afnei ghbor hood. o

2. Mark off and label sections on a bulletin board for ea
characteristic on the list. Have groups post pictures
under the matchingharacteistics.

U Option: Have students use pictures from the
Internetwhich you or theycopy into a
PowerPointpresentation that is used in the
activities that follow.

3. Discuss the pictures used for each characteristic. As
AWhat Kkinds of pihowingtha a
nei ghborhood is where ol
guestion structure for each characteristic.)

4. Discuss whether characteristics can be combined ar
whether additional ones are needed.

e "Do we have any pithant
oneplac¢ 6 (Al f so, can
column?o

e fWhatshouldw name t hat cg¢

e AIls anything missing
AWhy should it be hel

5. ReadBe My Neighbor (Note: The book can be read
over several days in sections.) As each charatiteaf
Anei ghborhoodo is descri
photos and their representation of the characteristic
is found in different countries. Compare each
characteristic in the book with that on the bulletin

Development:
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board.

6. After completing the book, add characteristics not
represented on the bulletin board. If photos are neec
for the additional categories, find them in magazines
on the Internet.

7. Closure:;Toget her, return to
nei ghborhood i s where vy
complde the statement on chart paper. Have studen
discuss whether they can agree that all of these
characteristics should be on the list. Students may c
the statement and final list into their social studies
notebooksHave stadentsthenconstructa consesus
definition of a fAneighDby
their social studies notebooks.

Have students select one characteristic and
write or draw an explanation of why it is part of how
know a place is a neighborhood. Consider whether
sudents are addressing the characteristic appropriat

1. Use the photos of neighborhocalsd people¢hat are
given belowor construct a set frommternet resources
such as tatlisted here to expand the idea of
neighborhood to that of neighbor and eighborhoods
to encompass the world.

http://photosaroundtheworld.wordpress.c@nd access
an image such abttp://p.vtourist.com/1747085

the gambia west afrieenegal.jpgHave student
groupscheck whether the characteristidemtified in
the list that was agreed upon in the closure to the
Development phase are demonstrated in the photos
these characteristics from other natio®lare findings.

2. Using an Internet resource such as
http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/mapcenter/n
spx or http://go.hrw.com/atlas/norm__htm/world.htor
http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/
have student grougsghlight the countries used to
show the character i sworldc s
map Have them |ace themselves in the U.S.A. If
possible, they can write their names onhte U.S.A.
Title the map witlBe My Neighbot &nal sentence
fromitsl ast page, i Breereviaryyoun e
live. 0

3. Lesson summaryAsk students to tell you what
neighborhoods have in common around the world. A
them to construct a definition of neighb
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Have studentsespond to the following: Write
or draw an explanation of what we meahen we sayi B e
my neighbod wher ever you | ive. o
elements in their statements using the rubric:

(1) Shows that neighborhoods areifm everywhere.
Yes Not clear No

(2) Shows that we are all neighbors.
Yes Not clear No

Ask students to write about, or draw, one important part
(characteristic) of their neighborhood. Have students se
a neighbor whdives in another country and identify that

country. Tell students to write or draw what they would t
their neighbor about that part of their neighborhaudthe
neighbor would understand that the same part is found i
his or her neighborhood.

(1) Showsthat neighborhoods are found everywhere.
Yes Not clear No

(2) Shows that we are all neighbors.
Yes Not clear No

(3) Shows that our neighborhoods share parts that mak
the same in many ways.
Yes Not clear No

473



Social Studies Research and Practice Sunal & Sunal

(4) Shows how the same part of a idagrhood is found
here and in another country.

Yes Not clear No
Suggested 1. Contact an American international school in another
country via email and inquire about setting up a
Extension classroom to classroom electronic conversatiomd
which students could share photos documenting the
Activities: identified characteristics of neighborhoods in the U.S

and the partner school. These schools can be found
typing in the name of a city and looking for informatic
on that city. Two such schodis Quito, Ecuador, for
exampleareAlliance Academy
(http:/AMvww.alliance.k12.ecand Academia Cotopaxi
(http://cotopaxi.k12.ec

2. Have student groups select a characteradta
neighborhood and put together a book of photos or &
PowerPointpresentation that shows examples of that
characteristic in neighborhoods around the world.

3. Contact service groups such as Habitat for Humanity
CARE, or the local branch of the Americ&ed Cross
and establish a service projélstough whichyour
students show that being a neighbor means helping

neighbor
Additional Houses and homes\ound the world serie1995. Ann
Morris (author) and Ken Heymannlgstrator). New York,
References and NY: HarperTrophy bookdSBN: 0688135781
Web links To be a kid(2000. Maya Aymara and John. D. Ivanko

(authos). Global Fund for Children bookVatertown, MA:
CharlesbridgelSBN: 0881068411
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My neighborhood is in downtown Quito, Ecuadl is almost on top of the equator line. My
country is named after the equatsly neighborhood has lots of people shopping in the daytime.
The streets are smadlo people walk a lot instead of riding a bus or using aSzane people are
sitting on tte steps of the plaza in front of a church in my neighborhood.
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My neighborhood is in Hadejia, Nigeria. We are having a parade to celebrate a holidaly, Eid
Fitr. All of the peoplearewearing their best clothes. The street where the parade iagtart

dusty because it is not paved and it has not rained in a long time. We ride horses, but lots of us
ride bicycles and motorcycles too. We will have lots of favorite food for dinner, especially fried

chicken.
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My neighborhood is byhe Rio Pastza, a river in Ecuador. It goes into the Amazon Ril&y.

neighborhood has almost 100 peoplés Nery different from a neighborhood in Quito! We walk
through the rainforesbor we use a canoe. We dondét have sto
We grow our food and we hunt monkeys and toucan in the forest.
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